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Caring for your living fossil 


ey 


WOLLEMI 
PINE — 


www.wollemipine.com 


More information on this amazing tree can be found in 
The Wollemi Pine by James Woodford, published by Text 
Publishing and available from all good bookstores. 


Photographs by Jaime Plaza (Botanic Gardens Trust, Sydney) 
and Wollemi Pine International. 


This booklet has been printed on 100% recycled paper. 
Printed by BPA Print Group, Melbourne. 


: YOUR WOLLEMI PINE 


‘This is the equivalent of finding 
a small dinosaur alive on Earth.’ 


Professor Carrick Chambers, 
director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Sydney, December 1994 


You are now the owner of a tree that is a survivor from 
the Age of the Dinosaurs, a miraculous time traveller 
and one of the greatest living fossils discovered in the 
twentieth century. The story of your beautiful plant began 
back before the Jurassic Period. 

Wollemi Pines are remarkable and intriguing in the 
way they grow, and they still surprise the horticulturists 
who propagate them. This tree will go through many 
fascinating changes as the seasons pass and as it matures. 
You can look forward to the formation of the strange 
‘polar caps’ and, in time, see its extraordinary bubbly 
bark as well as variations in its prehistoric foliage. 


The greatest mystery of the tree, however, is that it 
survived hidden for so long, so close to Sydney. 

On 10 September 1994, an avid bushwalker named 
David Noble discovered a bizarre tree with leaves shaped 
like a stegosaur’s tail and bark that looked as though it 
was covered in bubbling chocolate. Noble was in the 
Wollemi National Park, a wilderness area with hundreds 
of unexplored canyons only a couple of hours’ drive from 
Sydney. 

The Wollemi National Park is over 500,000 hectares 
in size, a place where a walker could hike for weeks 
without seeing another person and where vast galleries 
of prehistoric rock art are still being discovered. Countless 
streams have carved out canyons so deep the Empire 
State Building could be lowered into some and almost 
disappear. It is the sort of place scientists dream about, 
with an abundance of new species of plants and animals 
to discover. The grove where Noble found himself after 
many difficult abseils, including plunging over a freezing 
waterfall into an icy pool, was like a tiny remnant of 
ancient Gondwana. Everything about the place was 
mysterious and rugged. 

Noble collected a fragment of foliage to show his 
colleagues at the New South Wales National Parks and 
Wildlife Service. Botanist Wyn Jones thought it looked 
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At around five years of age, your tree will develop tiny bubbles 


on its lower stems. Mature trees have this amazing bubbly bark 
on their trunks. 


like a piece of fern. ‘No,’ Noble told him, ‘it’s a bloody 
big tree.’ 

The rush to identify the tree led to a small team headed 
by Jones, his colleague Jan Allen, and Ken Hill, conifer 
expert at the Royal Botanic Gardens (Sydney), declaring 
it a new species in the same family as the Monkey Puzzle 
and Norfolk Island Pine. Yet the Wollemi Pine, as all 
involved in the discovery were now calling it, was so 
different from all other trees in the family Araucariaceae 
that it was pronounced a new genus. The scientific name 
bestowed on it was Wollemia nobilis—honouring both 
the park where the tree was found and its discoverer, 
David Noble. 

As the Wollemi Pine made headlines in newspapers 
around the world, questions soon followed. What were 
the origins of this huge tree? How had it remained hidden 
for so long and, most importantly, what was a desperately 
endangered conifer doing in a national park famous for 
its vast forests of gum trees that are prone to bushfire 
every summer? 


Soon after the discovery a decision was made to keep 
the location of the trees—only two dozen adults were 
known at this time—a closely guarded secret to protect 
them from collectors, vandals and possible plant diseases. 
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It is a policy still in place today. 

Scientists believe that, as Australia dried out over 
millennia, the range of the Wollemi Pine shrank until the 
entire population had retreated to the single canyon system 
in Wollemi National Park. After years of subsequent 
searching, fewer than 100 adults have been found. 

Wollemi Pine seeds and cuttings were collected from 
the grove so a population could be established outside 
the canyon as an insurance policy against any disaster. 
The initial propagation was undertaken by the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Sydney, which has since been contracted 
out to Wollemi Australia—a partnership between DPI 
Forestry, a business group of Queensland’s Department 
of Primary Industries and Fisheries, and Birkdale Nursery. 
Every Wollemi Pine sold returns a royalty to conserve the 
Wollemi and other threatened Australian plant species. 
This ensures that anyone who buys a Wollemi Pine will 
be playing a part in the global conservation effort.- 


Although the Wollemi Pine is one of the most threatened 
plants on Earth, it is highly versatile and easy to grow. It 
tolerates heat, cold, full sun and shade, as well as different 
types of soils. It is the ultimate survivor, having outlived 
both the dinosaurs and many of its contemporaries in the 
plant kingdom. 


TOP TIPS FOR 
WOLLEMI PINE CARE 


e Water as soon as the potting mix/soil becomes dry in 
the top Scm of the pot—every one or two weeks. Do 
not overwater or leave the pot sitting in a saucer of 
water. 

e If kept indoors, place the plant in a well-lit position 
near a window or doorway, and take it outside to a 
sheltered position one week in every month. 

e Use a slow release, low phosphorus granular fertiliser 
and feed with liquid fertiliser for optimum growth. 

e Prune in the winter months to maintain a compact 
form. 

e If planting in the garden, ensure the hole you dig is at 
least twice the width of the pot. 


Growth 

In optimal conditions a young Wollemi Pine (up to 18 
months of age) will grow around half a metre each year, 
while a more mature plant will grow around one metre 
per year—perhaps reaching a height of twenty metres 
during its lifetime. If the plant is not fertilised or kept 
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in medium to low light conditions, it will grow more 
slowly. 


Re-potting/Planting 
The pot which contains your Wollemi Pine is 
biodegradable. You should re-pot your plant within 3 to 4 
months into a larger pot using a good-quality potting mix. 
The plant can be maintained in a pot almost indefinitely, 
which makes it ideal for patios, verandahs and courtyards, 
as well as indoors. 

If planting a single specimen in your garden, choose 
a well drained, fertile site and leave a 2.5 metre radius 
around the tree. If you wish to create a grove or hedge 
effect, plant the trees around 1-2 metres apart. Remove 
your Wollemi Pine from its biodegradable pot before 
planting, then crush and place it in your compost bin or 
garden. 


Positioning 

For an outdoor living area such as a balcony or 
courtyard, choose a sheltered location out of the 
full sun. If placed directly from shade into the 
full sun, the plant may develop some tip-burn 
and yellowing of the foliage—as do other rainforest and 
Araucariaceae species. It will, however, regain its regular 
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deep green appearance in a few months, and thrive. 

Indoors, your Wollemi Pine should be placed in a 
well-lit position preferably near a window or doorway. As 
with all indoor plants, especially trees, the Wollemi Pine 
occasionally needs to be placed outdoors in a sheltered, 
shaded area. It is recommended this be done for one week 
out of every month. 


Maintenance 

The Wollemi Pine can be pruned heavily, with as much as 
two-thirds of the plant size removed. You can prune both 
the upright stems and the branches. New buds will usually 


generate from below the cut, and to stimulate growth 
after pruning add a slow release granular fertiliser. 

It is best to prune in the winter months for large 
diameter stems and branches (greater than 5cm). Use 
sterile, sharp pruning equipment to match the size of the 
stem or branch being pruned. 

If your Wollemi Pine has been planted in the garden as 
a feature tree, there is no need to prune unless you wish to 
reduce its size or encourage multiple-stemming. ‘ 


Right top picture: Note the distinctive new growth (insert), after 
pruning the leaf-tips. 
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INTERESTING FEATURES 


Foliage. The Wollemi Pine produces three types of 
foliage depending on its age and position on the tree. 
New juvenile frond-like foliage is apple-green and 
changes to a blue-green colour as the plant grows. 
Mature foliage is much more Jurassic-like, featuring two 
rows of leaves on the branches, not unlike the spines on 
a Stegosaur’s back. In the colder months the foliage has 
a warm, bronze appearance. 


Cones. Male and female cones are produced by the same 
tree on the tips of separate branches. Although precocious 
Wollemi Pines have developed both cones when 9 years 
old, it is generally assumed that they become sexually 
mature between 12 and 15 years of age. 


Coppicing. The Wollemi Pine has a habit of developing 
multiple stems, called ‘coppicing’, which may have 
evolved as a defence against drought, fire or rockfall in 
the steep canyons where it grows in the wild, thereby 
ensuring its survival. This means your Wollemi Pine will 
be naturally multi-stemmed giving it an attractive bushy 
form compared to its single-stemmed conifer relatives. 
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Polar caps. During the colder months the Wollemi 
Pine becomes dormant and its growing buds develop an 
attractive white waxy coating with ruby pink lines. This 
protects its growing tips and is thought to have helped 
it survive many ice ages. When spring arrives the caps 
disappear and the new growth bursts through. 
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FAQ 


What climate is best suited to the Wollemi Pine? 

In Australia the Wollemi Pine has grown in a range of 
temperatures from -5°C to 45°C and trials in North 
America and Japan have indicated that it can survive 
temperatures as cold as -12°C. 


What is the best soil/potting mix for the Wollemi Pine? 
The Wollemi Pine prefers a well drained fertile site and 
slightly acid soil, with a pH range of 5.5 to 6. When 
selecting a potting or planting mix look for products that 
include cocopeat, an environmentally friendly alternative 
to peat moss which will improve the moisture retention 
and structure of the mix or soil. Galuku Australia 
specialise in a range of cocopeat products. 


What is the best time to plant my Wollemi Pine? 

The optimum time to plant depends on the seasonal 
conditions of your area. In general, it is best to plant 
the Wollemi Pine in spring as the ground starts to warm 
and winter frosts have ceased. In very warm climates it 
is best to plant in the cooler months to minimise heat 


shock. 
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Why have the branches on my tree begun to droop? 
Your tree is getting too little light and/or the potting mix 
is too moist or too dry. Move it to an area with more 
light, but protected from direct sunlight. Check how 
moist your soil is and don’t water again until the top 
5cm of the potting mix is dry. 


Why have the leaf tips of my Wollemi Pine gone 
brown? 

There are three possible reasons for this: insufficient 
water, which causes the ends of the branches to die 
back; an incorrect pH balance of the soil or potting 
mix; insufficient fertiliser or too much fertiliser. 


Could the Wollemi become invasive? 

The Wollemi Pine is highly unlikely to become a ‘weed’. 
The biological attributes of weed species are inconsistent 
with conifers in the Araucariaceae family. There is a 
slight possibility that Wollemi Pine seeds could germinate 
as a result of seed-fall in highly favourable conditions, 
though any major infestation is unlikely. 
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ENBOROUGH 


WOLLEMI 
| PINE 


ST. IVES VILLAGE NURSERY 
405-407 MONA VALE ROAD 
ST. IVES 2075 
Phone 02.9144 4435 
Fax 02.9488 7331 


For more information on the Wollemi Pine and care instructions join the Wollemi Pine Conservation Club online at www.wollemipine.com 
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